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Progression Document for EYFS 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge   0-3 Years - N1 (Jan Nursery Starters) 3-4 Years – N1 (Jan Nursery Starters) & N2 (Sep Nursery Starters) Reception 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals excluding Humans 

Electricity 

Forces

Humans

Light

Living Things and Their Habitat

Materials Including Changing Materials 

Plants

Sound

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals excluding Humans 

Electricity 

Forces

Humans

Light

Living Things and Their Habitat

Materials Including Changing Materials 

Plants

Sound

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals excluding Humans 

Earth and Space

Forces

Humans

Light

Living Things and Their Habitat

Materials Including Changing Materials 

Seasonal Changes

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
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  Sound

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Plants 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

Materials 

 
Rocks 

 
Light 

Forces 

Sound 

Electricity 

Earth and Space 

 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals excluding Humans 

Electricity

Forces

 
Humans

 
Light

 
Living Things and Their Habitat

 
Materials Including Changing Materials 

 
Plants

 
Sound

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals excluding Humans 

 
Earth and Space

Forces

Humans

Light

Living Things and Their Habitat

 

Materials Including Changing Materials 

Seasonal Changes

 

Sound
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Progression Document for KS1 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge   Year 1 Year 2 

Core Science Skills 

 

Observing Changes Over Time 

 

Comparative and Fair Testing 

 

Pattern Seeking 

 

Using Secondary Sources of Information 

 

Identifying, Classifying and Grouping 

 

 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals including Humans 

Everyday Materials

Plants 

Seasonal Changes 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals including Humans 

 
Living Things and Their Habitats

Plants

Use of Everyday Materials 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Everyday Materials

Plants 

 

Seasonal Changes 

 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Living Things and Their Habitats

Plants

Use of Everyday Materials 
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Progression Document for Lower KS2  

 

Disciplinary Knowledge   Year 3 Year 4 

Core Science Skills 

 
Observing Changes Over Time 

. 
Comparative and Fair Testing 

 
Pattern Seeking 

 
Using Secondary Sources of Information 
 

 
Identifying, Classifying and Grouping 
 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals including Humans 

 
Forces and Magnets

Light

Plants

Rocks 

 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals including Humans 

Electricity

Living Things and Their Habitats

Sound

States of Matter 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Forces and Magnets

Light

Plants

Rocks 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Electricity

Living Things and Their Habitats

Sound

States of Matter 
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Progression Document for Upper KS2  

 

Disciplinary Knowledge   Year 5 Year 6 

Core Science Skills 

Observing Changes Over Time 

 
Comparative and Fair Testing 

 
Pattern Seeking 

 
Using Secondary Sources of Information 
 

 
Identifying, Classifying and Grouping 
 

 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals including Humans 

Earth and Space 

Forces 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

Properties and Changes of Materials 

Key Vocabulary:  
Animals including Humans 

Electricity 

Evolution and Inheritance 

 
Light 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Earth and Space 

 

Forces 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

 

Properties and Changes of Materials 

 

Substantive Knowledge: 
Animals including Humans 

Electricity 

 

Evolution and Inheritance 

Light 

Living Things and Their Habitats 

 

 

 


