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THORPE HESLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Progression Document for EYFS History 

 

 0-3 Years - N1 (Jan Nursery Starters) 3-4 Years – N1 (Jan Nursery Starters) & N2 (Sep Nursery Starters) Reception 

Key vocabulary to keep 
revisiting 

Family, parent, sister, brother, same, different, today, yesterday, 
tomorrow 
 

Family, parent, same, different, day, yesterday, tomorrow, today, now, 
then, long ago, before 

Family, parent, same, different, day, month, year, yesterday, 
tomorrow, today, now, then, long ago, before, past, old, new 

Chronological Understanding 
(KC1) 

To begin to make sense of their own life-story. To begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. To use everyday language related to time such as yesterday, last week, 
at the weekend, this morning, last night. 
 

To talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

Diversity (KC2) To make connections between the features of their family and other 
families. 

 
To notice differences between people. 

To compare and contrast characters from stories. 
 

To know some similarities and differences between things in the past 
and now. 

To compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from 
the past. 
 
To know some similarities and differences between things in the past 

and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. 

Change & Continuity (KC3) NA NA To look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change 

Cause & Consequence (KC4) NA NA To question why things happened and give explanations. 

Historical Significance (KC5) NA NA To recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends. 

Historical Interpretation (KC6) NA NA NA 

Historical Enquiry (KP1) 

Using Evidence (KP2) 
Communicating about the past 
(KP3) 

 To start commenting on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 

To start showing an understanding of the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books read in class and 

storytelling. 

 

To record, using ‘marks’ they can interpret and explain. 

To comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 

To understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 
To know that information can be retrieved from books and computers. 
 

To record, using ‘marks’ they can interpret and explain. 
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Progression Document for KS1 History 

  

 Key Stage 1 

Key vocabulary to keep 
revisiting 
 

chronological, timeline, sequence, earlier, later, different, same, year, decade, century, era, period, modern, recent, long ago, artefact,  because, explore, investigate, significant  

Chronological Understanding 

(KC1) 

To use words & phrases like: old, new, before, after, past, present, then, now, a long time ago, yesterday, a week ago, last month, next, further in the past, day, week, month (don’t place too much focus on the use of years). 

 
To place events and objects in order.  
  

To sequence events & historical figures on a timeline and understand where they fit into chronological frameworks. 
 

To recognise their own lives are different from lives of people in the past. 
 
To recount changes that have occurred during their own lives. 

 

Diversity (KC2) To make observations about different types of people, events, beliefs within a society. 
 

Change & Continuity (KC3) To identify similarities / differences between ways of life at different times.  

 
To study changes within living memory. 

.  

Cause & Consequence (KC4) To recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result. 
 

Historical Significance (KC5) To describe significant people from the past. 

 

Historical Interpretation 
(KC6) 

To identify different ways in which the past is represented. 
 

Historical Enquiry (KP1) 
Using Evidence (KP2) 
Communicating about the 

past (KP3) 

To observe or handle sources of information to ask and answer questions about the past on the basis of simple observations. 
 
To identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 

 
To choose and use parts of stories and other sources (artefacts, pictures, online sources, databases) to find out about the past.  
 

To convey an awareness and understanding of the past in a variety of ways. 
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Progression Document for Lower KS2 History 

 

 Year 3 Year 4 

Key vocabulary to keep 
revisiting 

 

Chronological order, impact, change, era, period,  ancient civilisation, sources, first-hand evidence, 
second-hand evidence, judgement, comparison, conclusion, legacy  

Change, continuity, impact, era, period, empire, colony, invasions, conquest, raid, resistance,  settlers, migration, 
sources, first-hand evidence, second-hand evidence, civilisation, settlement,  democracy, culture, law, 

archaeologist, monarchy  
 

Chronological Understanding 
(KC1) 

To describe events from the past using dates when things happened: century, millennia, millennium. 
 

To use a timeline within a specific period of history to set out the order that things may have happened 
(think about duration & intervals). 

 
To realise that the past can be divided into different periods.  

 

To describe events from the past using dates when things happened: century, millennia, millennium, BC/AD, 
BCE/CE. 

 
To use a timeline within a specific period of history to set out the events, artefacts and historical figures (think 

about duration & intervals). 
 
To realise that the past can be divided into different periods that have similarities and differences.  

 

Diversity (KC2) To describe social, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world. To describe social, religious and ethnic diversity of past society. 
 

To recognise some of the similarities and differences between different periods of history.  
 

Change & Continuity (KC3) To describe main events, situations and changes within and across different societies / periods. 

 
To study changes in Britain and the wider world.  

To describe / make links between main events, situations and changes within and across different societies / 

periods. 

 
To note connections over time. 

 

Cause & Consequence (KC4) To begin to suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 
 

To suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

 

Historical Significance (KC5) To begin to identify historically significant people and events in situations. 

 

To identify historically significant people and events in situations. 

 

Historical Interpretation (KC6) To understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 

To understand there may be several versions of an event. 
 
To explain how several versions of an event differ. 

 

Historical Enquiry (KP1) 
Using Evidence (KP2) 

Communicating about the past 
(KP3) 

To use more than one source of evidence to find answers to specific historical questions. 
 

To know the difference between primary sources and interpretations of history (secondary sources).  
 

To construct informed responses by selecting and organising historical information. 

 

To use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 
To suggest suitable sources of evidence for an enquiry, make deductions and justify with evidence. 

 
To present recalled or selected information in a variety of ways using specialist terms. 
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 Year 5 Year 6 

Key vocabulary to keep 
revisiting 

 

Chronological order, first civilisations, era, period, impact, nation, state, conquest, city, empire, trade, 
legacy, parliament, democracy, legislation, reliable, source, interpretation, significant, breakthrough, 

disease, cure, vaccine 
 

Chronological order, first civilisations, era, period, impact, legacy, parliament, law, conflict, invasion, dictatorship, 
democracy, diversity, persecution,  perspective, biased, propaganda, continuity, short/long timescales, 

consequences, contrast, culture, significant 

Chronological Understanding 
(KC1) 

To describe events from the past using dates when things happened: concurrence, meanwhile.  
 

To draw a timeline with different historical periods showing key historical events or lives of significant 
people (think about local, national & global as well as duration, scale & interval) 

 
 

To use dates & terms accurately when describing events: concurrence, meanwhile.  
 

To place features of historical events & people from past societies & periods in a chronological framework (think 
about local, national & global as well as duration, scale & interval). 

 
 

Diversity (KC2) To describe social, religious and ethnic diversity of past society.  

 
To identify and explain the differences and similarities between different periods of history. 
 

To describe social, religious and ethnic diversity of past society.  

 
To identify and explain the differences and similarities and changes between different periods of history and 
explain possible reasons for this. 

 

Change & Continuity (KC3) To compare two historical periods explaining things which changed and things which stayed the same. 
 

To address historically valid questions about change, similarity and difference.  
 
To note connections and contrasts over time. 

To compare two or more historical periods explaining things which changed and things which stayed the same. 
 

To address and devise historically valid questions about change, similarity and difference.  
 
To note connections, contrasts and trends over time. 

 

Cause & Consequence (KC4) To select relevant information from different sources to suggest causes & consequences of some of the 
main events and changes in history. 

 

To select and combine relevant information from different sources to suggest causes & consequences of some of 
the main events and changes in history. 

 

Historical Significance (KC5) To address historically valid questions about significance. 
 

To address and devise historically valid questions about significance. 
 

Historical Interpretation (KC6) To understand that aspects of the past have been represented and interpreted in different ways. 
 
To describe different accounts of a historical event and explain why the accounts may differ. 

 
To identify and explain propaganda. 

 

To understand that events, people and changes can be interpreted in different ways and suggest possible 
reasons for this. 
 

To select and describe different accounts of a historical event and explain why the accounts may differ. 
 

To show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must understand the social context of 
evidence studied. 
 

Historical Enquiry (KP1) 
Using Evidence (KP2) 
Communicating about the past 

(KP3) 

To begin to select and combine relevant information from different sources to deduce information about 
the past. 
 

To construct informed responses by selecting and organising historical information. 

To use sources of information to form testable hypotheses about the past. 

To produce structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms. 
 

To independently select and use suitable sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 
 
To use sources of evidence to form deductions and hypotheses about the past. 

 
To refine lines of enquiry as appropriate.  
 

To use original ways to present information and ideas.  
 

 

 

 

 


