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Music development plan summary: 
Thorpe Hesley Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published September 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2025 

Name of the school music lead Chloe Caborn 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Sarah Hewitt (Headteacher) 

Name of local music hub  Rotherham Music Hub 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Rocksteady Music School 

Rotherham Music Service 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Music is an integral part of our wider curriculum at Thorpe Hesley Primary School. It is 

taught weekly using the Sparkyard music scheme. Our music curriculum not only 

meets the statutory National Curriculum requirements for England but also 

incorporates numerous recommendations from the non-statutory Model Music 

Curriculum. It is designed to support the needs of all pupils, including those with SEND, 

offering a variety of opportunities for them to learn, sing, play instruments, and express 

themselves musically. Additionally, we are partnered with the Rotherham Music 

Service, which provides our pupils with lessons in woodwind, brass, guitar, and piano. 
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Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

At Thorpe Hesley Primary School, we offer our pupils a variety of opportunities to 

enhance their music education through extra-curricular clubs. These include our school 

choir, recorder club, and dance clubs, where children can express themselves through 

music. 

We are also partnered with Rocksteady Music School, which provides engaging and 

inclusive rock and pop band lessons for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 children on a 

weekly basis. This partnership offers our pupils the opportunity to learn to play the 

guitar (both electric and bass), drums, and keyboard, culminating in a musical 

ensemble performance for staff, pupils, and parents at the end of each year. This 

tuition is funded by parents and carers, with additional support from the school for a 

number of Pupil Premium children. 

We also offer additional music opportunities for SEND pupils through various 

interventions. Our support staff utilize a set of ukuleles to deliver interventions that are 

linked to different areas of development. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

At Thorpe Hesley Primary School, we offer numerous opportunities for our children to 

showcase their musical talents and enjoy live performances. We hold weekly singing 

assemblies for all year groups, where pupils learn and perform a variety of songs 

linked to different themes. Additionally, we play a range of music from various genres 

at the beginning and end of each assembly, allowing pupils to listen to and appraise a 

variety of artists. 

We organise and attend three celebration events at our local church (Harvest festival, 

Christmas and Easter) where pupils perform a selection of songs in front of an 

audience of parents and church staff. 

In addition to these performances, we host three annual events where our pupils 

showcase their learning from extra-curricular clubs: The Musical Extravaganza, our 

‘Carols Around The Christmas Tree’ event, and our Rocksteady celebration event. 

The Musical Extravaganza is typically held at an external venue and features 

performances by our school choir, dance clubs, and ensembles led by the Rotherham 
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Music Service. Parents and carers are invited to attend for a small ticket fee, with all 

proceeds supporting the purchase of instruments and equipment for our music 

curriculum. 

Our ‘Carols Around The Christmas Tree’ event takes place at the school and features 

our school choir singing classic Christmas carols, accompanied by our local brass 

band, for the enjoyment of pupils and their families. 

The Rocksteady celebration event is also held at the school and showcases 

performances by all pupils in the rock and pop bands (Years 1-6). This event is free for 

parents, pupils, and staff to attend. 

Additionally, we take all our pupils (Nursery to Year 6) to the Rotherham Civic Theatre 

each year to watch a Christmas pantomime. We have found that our pupils thrive on 

the opportunity to listen to live music and see how music can help tell a story. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Given the recent modifications to our music curriculum, it is essential that we 

continuously evaluate its impact on our pupils’ development and our staff’s confidence. 

We also aim to provide more opportunities for our pupils to enjoy live performances 

outside of school in the future, enriching their learning experiences. 

To further enhance our music curriculum, we plan to expand our collection of 

instruments in the coming years, providing our pupils with a deeper understanding of 

the various types of instruments and their connections to different musical genres. 
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